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British Association for the Study of Community Dentistry (BASCD)

Keith Woods Essay Competition 2023

The British Association for the Study of Community Dentistry (BASCD) invites entries to the Keith
Woods Essay Competition. This competition is open to any undergraduate dental, undergraduate
dental therapy, undergraduate dental hygiene or undergraduate dental nursing student registered at
a Dental School in the United Kingdom.

A prize of £200.00 and Certificate will be awarded to the winner of the competition.

The title for this year’s essay is:

“How should we measure the oral health of our populations to inform the
planning of services and development of a workforce strategy in the UK”

AIMS OF THE COMPETITION

BASCD is the UK’s professional association for the science, philosophy and practice of promoting the
oral health of populations and groups in society. The British Association for the Study of Community
Dentistry was founded in 1973 by leading dental professionals concerned with the needs of
populations and groups in society, with a specific emphasis on preventing and controlling oral
diseases and conditions.

The essay completion is designed to foster the interest of the next generation of dental professionals
in public health dentistry.

This competition is dedicated to the memory of the late Keith Woods, a distinguished former
member of the Association.



COMPETITION RULES

1. The competition is open to any undergraduate dental student (including those studying dentistry
already in possession of another degree), undergraduate dental therapy, undergraduate dental
hygiene, or undergraduate dental nursing student registered at a dental school in the United
Kingdom. 2. A typed copy of your essay should be submitted as a Microsoft WORD document via e-
mail to bascd@outlook.com by the closing date, which is 5pm Friday 8th September 2023. 3. Your
essay should be no more than 2000 words in length (excluding references). This word limit includes

abstracts, titles, and other text. The total number of tables or figures should not exceed four. 4. You
may use a referencing format of your choice. 5. Your name and year or course of study (i.e.
dentistry/therapy/hygiene/dental nursing) or the name of your dental school should not appear
within the body of your essay. You should use a pseudonym (made-up name) and this should be
inserted on the Second page and as a header throughout your essay.

6. The front page of the Essay should contain:

Your full name

The pseudonym you have chosen to use for your essay.
Your Course of Study

Your Year of Study

Your Dental School

Your postal address

Your formal university e-mail

Your telephone number

The word count of your essay (excluding the above details and references).

This front page will be removed from your essay, and the essay judged by a panel selected by
BASCD. In this process you will be identified only by your pseudonym.

ANY ENTRY NOT COMPLIANT WITH THE ABOVE INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE EXCLUDED.

7. Potential entrants are permitted to discuss their essay with staff but the submitted piece must be
their own work. Information and concepts from the literature must be appropriately referenced.
Plagiarism software will be used to screen the winning entry for originality.



8. The winner will be notified by 5pm on Friday 3 November 2023, and the name and school of the
winner will appear on the BASCD website www.bascd.org.

9. The winner will receive a certificate and prize of £200.00.

10. The decision of the judging panel will be final and no discussion regarding the competition
outcome will be entertained and no feedback to entrants will be provided.

11. By submitting the essay, students consent for their essay to be uploaded onto the BASCD
website, in circumstances where they are the winner.

12. A copy of these rules is available on the BASCD website www.bascd.org

COMPLETED ENTRIES

Completed entries, adhering to the above rules and guidance should be sent to bascd@outlook.com
by 5pm Friday 8th September 2023.

If you have any enquiries, please contact: BASCD Administrator BASCD@outlook.com
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